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With money in this ‘piggy’ bank,
Guj kids are funding college edu

A unique savings and cooperative credit society is enabling kids to save small amounts. This
‘children’s bank’ with nearly 30k members has deposits amounting to more than Rs 30 crore

Meghdoot.Sharon @timesofindia.com

y age five, most children are only learning
to tie their shoes. But in north Gujarat,
they are learning that loose change will
ensure they are never tight on funds when
it matters. Over Rs 30 crore have so far
been deposited in the accounts of more than 30,000
children in the region, money they have saved coin
by coin through a cooperative credit society.
The initiative was launched 16 years ago with
a simple question in Idar resident Ashwin Patel’s
mind: if farmers’ and women’s self-help groups
make money through cooperatives, why not kids?
Patel, who had spent years working in Gujarat’s
cooperative sector, registered
the Bal Gopal Savings and
Credit Cooperative Society on
May 30, 2009, at Jawanpura
village in Sabarkantha dis-
trict. Designed exclusively for
those under 18, it began with
100 children as members. To-
day, children from 335 villages
have enrolled in what Patel
claims is the only cooperative
of its kind in the country.

The society has become Ashwin Patel
more than a piggy bank. Chil- started the
dren withdraw funds to buy ~ cooperative in
laptops and reference books, 2009 with jUSt

pay tuition fees, and some
have even funded their MBBS
course fees with money they

100 members.
It's open only

accumulated over the years. h nder
“We started with 100 children to t180 se unde
as members. The numbers years
grew as word spread and more

families enrolled their chil-
dren at the credit society. Over the past few years,
we have organised enrolment drives in all the local
schools,” said 58-year-old Patel.

The system works through a monthly ritual
that turns household savings into formal banking.
A child can be enrolled from the day they are born,
with parents paying Rs 110 to join and receiving
a piggy bank to take home. Every month, an agent
from the cooperative visits the house, counts the
money in the presence of parents or elders, records
the amount in a register, and deposits it into the
child’s account. The money earns 6% annual inter-
est, and children can borrow against their deposits
when needed. More than 1,000 account holders have
taken loans from their savings.

“There are 10 to 12 children who have used the
funds they accumulated in the credit society to pay
the first-year fees of their MBBS course,” said Patel.

Palkhin Rawal, a Class 12 science student, has
been a member since 2009. She recently bought
a laptop, paid her Class 10 tuition fees and pur-
chased a bicycle from her savings. Her family
runs a tea stall in Idar town, and Palkhin’s two
younger siblings are also cooperative members.

Ketul Patel, now 30, was the first member to enrol
in 2009 when he was 14. He saved enough through the

22254 S A7 %

Parents pay Rgllb to thesociey to enrol the child

and receive a piggy bank in exchange

Every month, an agent from the cooperative visits
the house to collect the accumulated cash. The
amount is deposited into the child’s account

| Children at a Gujarat school
hold up their piggy banks

BANKING FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE

T

Kids aré encoura to regularly ut small amounts
into the piggy bank from pocket money, etc

~

‘suone.Isn|||

Tia 77
The money earns 6% annual interest. Children have
used the money collected in their account to pay
for everything from higher education to laptops

cooperative to fund his engineering studies and still
maintains deposits with the society. “I have not with-
drawn all my savings. I was the first member of the
cooperative. I made a fixed deposit of the amount,
and it is still lying with the cooperative,” Patel said.

Parul Panchal said her daughter, Maitri, a mem-
ber, paid her first-year BSc course fees from the mon-
ey she collected through the cooperative. “My daugh-
ter has learnt the importance of saving money and
using it for the right purpose,” she said.

The cooperative has grown largely through word
of mouth, earning the nickname, ‘Children’s Bank’.
According to staff members, every family that enrols
one child as a member invariably registers their oth-
er children as well. “Earlier, we used to hold special
programmes to convince people to get their children
registered with the cooperative, but these days, peo-
ple bring their children to our office and get them
enrolled,” said a staffer at the society.

—

Prof Asi-t Kurﬁar Panja of National Institute of Ayurveda in Jaipur studying rare manuscripts donated by

a library in Rajasthan’s Sikar. The institute has acquired hundreds of ancient manuscripts on ayurveda

This NIA

is probing

ancient Indian medicine

Intishab.Ali@timesofindia.com

he National Institute of Ayurveda

(NIA) in Jaipur has uncovered 400 rare

manuscripts over four years, salvag-

ing a treasure trove of ancient ayur-
vedic knowledge. Declared the national nodal
agency for Manuscriptology by the ministry of
Ayush in 2020, NIA is trying to preserve, digitise,
and study the fragile documents, which are a
window into India’s past and also a guide for
modern medical research.

Leading the charge is Asit Kumar Panja,
head of the department of ayurveda manu-
scriptology at NIA. In May, his team acquired
10 rare manuscripts from
Shri Saraswati Library in
Sikar’s Fatehpur, Rajasthan.
Among them are works like
Bhavaprakash, Rasa Tarangi-
ni and Palakapya Sambhita,
each filled with medical ob-

The Rasapradipa manuscript, authored by
Prananatha, describes 54 drug preparations
using purified metals like gold, silver, cop-
per, iron, and gems, alongside substances like
orpiment, realgar, and zinc. Another manu-
script, Sarirangadi-Namasvarupa-Nirnaya,
details anatomy, mapping vital points and
describing body parts.

NIA's manuscriptology department pre-
serves and digitises texts, runs transcription
camps, and even offers India’s only MSc in
ayurveda manuscriptology. It trains scholars to
interpret ancient texts. A new museum at NIA
now displays some of these manuscripts, while
its digital platform (www.amrri.in) fosters col-

Photos: Bhagirath ~ 1aborative research.
Yet, the mission faces
challenges. “When ap-

proaching individuals and
families in possession of
ayurvedic manuscripts,
only about 50% have shown

servations, therapeutic reci-
pes, and diagnostic insights
meticulously recorded by
vaidyas of the time.

The manuscripts reveal
how vaidyas conducted clinical examina-
tions, like Locanapariksha, which assessed
nadi (pulse), netra (eyes), jihva (tongue),
mukha (face), urine, dinachariya (lifestyle),
and ritucharya (seasonal regimens). These
methods contrast with modern diagnostics
that rely heavily on laboratory tests.

A manuscript on the medicinal properties
of onions showcases the depth of Ayurvedic
pharmacology. Another, attributed to Ravana,
explains ancient distillation methods for pre-
paring arka (distillate). These findings high-
light how vaidyas documented diseases, treat-
ments, and even local flora, complementing the
oral traditions of the gurukul system.

The manuscripts also showcase ayurveda’s
focus on specialised fields. Balatantra, written
by Vaidya Kalyana, addresses pediatric dis-
eases, women’s health, men’s health, infertility,
and pregnancy. Another text, Madanamadana
Manjari, explores vajikarana (enhancing sexu-
al health and progeny), detailing formulations
for men’s reproductive wellness.

willingness to cooperate,
while the rest have been
hesitant or declined to
share,” says Panja. Some
see the texts as sacred heir-
looms, wary of misuse. Others worry about
losing them altogether. His team counters this
by building trust, ensuring confidentiality, and
offering acknowledgments, and if needed, they
return the originals after digitisation.

To locate manuscripts, NIA collaborates
with organisations like the National Commis-
sion for Indian System of Medicine, which
maintains vaidya registries. They focus on
traditional ayurveda hubs like Gujarat, Kera-
la, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and
West Bengal using regional directories, temple
records, and community elders. Genealogical
research and social networks also help trace
vaidya lineages. Sometimes, on-site documen-
tation camps are set up in villages, so families
don’t have to part with the manuscripts at all.

These manuscripts are not mere relics —
they are resources that connect historical and
contemporary knowledge. “We’re not just safe-
guarding the past, but also scripting a research-
driven and globally-relevant future for ayurve-
da,” NIA vice-chancellor Sharma said.

TIMES NATION

Bagdogra-bound flyer from Srinagar lands in Bhubaneswar : Celebi plea against revocation of security clearance dismissed

New Delhi: In a security
lapse, an Air India Express
passenger who was supposed
to travel from Srinagar to
Bagdogra via Delhi on
Wednesday ended up in Bhu-
baneswar. The reason: This
“young man” somehow re-
mained on board the aircraft
on landing in Delhi, and even
when the plane took off for
Bhubaneswar, reports Sau-
rabh Sinha.

En route, while chatting
with a co-passenger, he real-

ised he was flying to a wrong
destination and informed the
cabin crew accordingly. He
was flown back to Delhi from
Bhubaneswar, and from there
to Bagdogra on Thursday.

The airline has informed
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security which will probe
this lapse and take suitable
action.

According to sources, the
man boarded an AI Express
Airbus A320 operating from
Srinagar to Delhi, where he

was to take a connecting
flight to Bagdogra. Sources
said repeated announce-
ments are made asking tran-
sit passengers to head to the
transfer desk. The Airbus
plane in question was to oper-
ate to Bhubaneswar from Del-
hi. “For reasons not yet
known — perhaps the young
man had dozed off — he did
not alight from the aircraft
when itlanded in Delhi at 3.05
pm,” said asource.

The plane departed for

Bhubaneswar at 3.55 pm. Be- :
fore taking off, airlines do a :
: New Delhi: The Delhi high
: court on Thursday dismis-
: sed a plea by the Turkish-
: owned
¢ Ground Handling India Pvt
i Ltd against the govt’s deci-
: sion to revoke its security
i clearance.Justice Tejas Ka-
: ria dismissed the petition. A
i copy of the detailed order is
: awaited.Earlier this month,
: a different bench of the HC
: had dismissed petitions by

headcount on the number of
passengers on board to tally
with their bookings. Howev-
er, in this case that was per-
hapsnotdone.

An Air India Express spo-
kesperson said: “An internal
investigation is being con-
ducted to identify and ad-
dress any lapses, while reiter-
atingSOPsand internal brief-
ings across stations to pre-
ventrecurrence.”

Times NEws NETWORK

company Celebi

the Turkish firms Celebi Air-
port Services India Pvt Ltd
and Celebi Delhi Cargo Ter-
minal Management India
Pvt Ltd, challenging the rev-
ocation of their security
clearance by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Safety, saying
there are “compelling na-
tional security considera-
tions” involved.

In May, BCAS revoked se-
curity clearance days after
Turkey backed Pakistan and
condemned India’s strikes

onterror camps in the neigh-
bouring country. The court
on July 7 underlined the ne-
cessity to eliminate the pos-
sibility of espionage or dual
use of logistics capabilities,
which would be highly detri-
mental to the security of the
country, especially in the
event of an external conflict.

In its detailed ruling on
the earlier petitions, the HC
upheld the govt’s reasoning
and decision. “The state/re-
spondents are indeed justi-

fied in taking prompt and de-
finitive action so as to com-
pletely obviate the possibili-
ty of the country’s civil
aviation and national securi-
ty being compromised,” the
courtobserved.

The firm argued that the
sudden move by govt and its
justification for the same
was “vague” and without ba-
sis. It pointed out that the
move would affect thousands
of Indian employees on their
rolls.
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NOTICE FOR INVITATION OF PROPOSAL

GIUicTd R AL, R 9, el

fRere: 31.07.2025

Fore farorer, S grer #ow0 RBrser uReiwrar & srevofa snscee & arerw & Woge wifoer (2WH-FHfde / dfges)
& UT UT 3MIeH GasedT gaar

FoR feroran, qeht grT Movao Rred uReIerT & sreld 3M3eARt & Aera A Woige Soffer (Togo-Fifde / safigde) & Ue W 3mded & &g
$-forfder ¢ fos ugfr (@aeiiat wd fid) @ aners F foed yoR F Smeta @ ordt €1 $-fofder yusr 3o o ot $-yRiRAT o JavEe
http://etender.up.nic.in @ FR ferm@r @ JaArge www.nagarnigambareilly.com w & &1 JHdt 31 TR AYH AT B
BT USId H0-260/ T03M0/ F0f1070/2024-25 Relicb 16-12-2024 B gy MR febarr o @ o6 Ferferer 3maifra fober ot & <ot T
3T TEIeT gRT dIR foFam I 91 AR B AeAH A YA feffdar B A yaIdp-yads gz AN (§ouaodto) qar fefder geb +GST Jawmse
https://bareillye-tender.com/ W 3fieelige Uider W SaT e offen 3iferaret lom | derm ferferererar @r e Redee Bt Thel Biat faifder &
1T UES P 3iferare BN | 3t WHEAGIeN B el Wode gontterary (Rafdren) A Aeafeera feraaferia ot o1 Fora yuay/ ars ozran/sigaa
Faae] TUo 3iferengs http://etender.up.nic.in T T 3uciis & siferart gl |

(3TcubTeild g : - Tfuet 3rribd 2q)

. PR BSNL-2204543(HO),
TR - RTed o fel., STIYX 2202976(JP Branch)/ (m) 946014622

; Email: headoffice@re
HedqreE: T!R—H SEag-3 : H
oE: UTeR E189 Ug, SEUR-302006 website

Twgelrelt /. /diefiqw / e/ 2025 fetien: 31.07.2025
(1) e @1 sIr@reit § Approx 20000 nos. Tri-Ply Stainless Steel Kadhai with SS Lid
TS e ¥ (2) FFEX N1 AETTE T T F T (3) Al Hie s T
T F T (4) T, B AT I T T I (5) BIE T2 T ICHN TS
F ¥ (6) e FISET A TS T FT B T (7) FRAT HI e 3 (8)
1fieh STRT FHT ¥ SR WIS e FRA TG (SR 700 FfFa) wfafsa waf &
et so= # ffeer emita i Sl 31 9 9. 1 R aftfa e s & & esifam
faer 21.08.25 e o5 ¥ 2 9 8 ¥ <ifcrw faf 11.08.25 71 e & e o forega
SN S %l TS F T A Ul TEATer & UTH bl 311 6ehell 8

R, . Tee, yeu FEE s

3-fefdmr sEacs urenr &t ol

01.08.2025 (03:00 PM)

g-Tfder smcis & ureer fafr e

01.08.2025 (04:00 PM)

3-fofder e & sifve faf g

07.08.2025 (03:00 PM)

% Last Date of submission of applications will be 07.08.2025.

Selection process for above posts:

Application should be in the format given on the website.

% For further details please check the website http://etender.up.nic.in, www.nagarnigambareilly.com

< Initial contract period will be for one year which will be further extendable based on the performance of the contractee.
< Shortlisted candidates will be informed by e-mail for the date of Interview.

¢ The candidate shall be selected on the basis of their qualifications, experience and interview.
< Eligible candidates may apply by sending e-mail at chiefengineernnb@gmail.com only. Application received by any other means shall not be entertained.

-Foifder sl omer @ fafyewr 07.08.2025 (04:00 PM) : : , .
registered in Security Services to Parks.
GIEoRRIe $-fofdar el oo &g After Technical Evulation 5]
N No Name of the works/Category
0 ar3cEre e Arowrar / g &t > fofder / | 18% | forfdrer / wref : — —
0 UgTTH T T aférare wiof gew| GST | e 18% GsT afy Beautification, landscape development, water facility
: - — 1.|and other civil works in MPM Layout Park (Others)
1. Project Engineer BE/B-Tech in Civil Engineering 01 45000/- 1000 180 1180 01 3 . .
(AE-Civil) Minimum 03 years experience Year Estimate Cost: %.1,50,00,000/- EMD: %.2,25,000/-
Outsourcing | relating to any project in Corporate Beautification, landscape development, water facility
Sector 2.| and other civil works in BEML 10th Stage Park (Others)
2. Project Engineer | BE/B-Tech in Electrical Engineering| 01 45000/- 1000 180 1180 01 Estimate Cost: Z.1.50.00.000/- EMD: Z.2.25.000/-
(AE-Electrical) Minimum 03 years experience Year — ) ki bt —
Outsourcing | relating to any project in Corporate Beautification, Iandscape development, water faC|I|ty
Sector. 3.| and other civil works in BEML 11th Stage Park (Others)
$-fafeer feie wd $-uicar http://etender.up.nic.in w &=it wRada, ddiee 7 sfale JEaet & @ 3@ dJeuge w® [ o JHdt 2 Estimate Cost: Z.1,50,00,000/- EMD: Z.2,25,000/-

e 3B

TR P, el

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture,
BBMP, Rajarajeshwarinagara Zone, Bengaluru
No:SADH/RRN/TENDER/10/2025-26 Dated:31.07.2025

LETTER OF INVITATION FOR RE-TENDER (IFT)
(Short Term ) (Two Cover System)STD-KW-1,2,3&4

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture (Rajarajeshwari
Nagara) (Referred to as Employer in these documents)
invites Tenders to Implement in accordance with KTPP
rules 2000, from eligible and experienced Person/Agencies
[Firms (Referred to as Tenderers in these documents)

Calendar of Events: (1) Date of Notification is 31.07.2025.
(2) Tender can be downloaded from 04.08.2025. (3) Pre bid
meeting on 05.08.2025, 12:30 pm. (4) Tender Closing date
08.08.2025, 05:00 pm. (5) Technical bid opening date
09.08.2025, 05:00 pm onwards. (5) Financial Bid Opening
Date After approval of Technical Bid.

Sd/- Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture
Rajarajeshwarinagara Zone

Project Management Unit
.“V\Q Al INLANﬁWR?EEWIS\;'SOiZﬁ-TI;l(SH?TGYan[?;)INIJIA A

(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India)

Head Office : A-13, Sector — 1, Noida - 201 301
Phone: 0120-2544004, Fax: 0120-2543976, vc.iwai@nic.in

National Competitive Bidding

e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for “Design, Fabrication,
Transportation, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of
Steel Pontoons along with Floating Walkways for providing
Floating Jetties at Ten (10) locations on NW — 1 (Ganga — Bhagirathi
— Hooghly river system from Haldia to Varanasi) in the state of
Bihar”. The Tender Documents and other relevant details are available
at IWAIl website www.iwai.nic.in and e-procurement site
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Date: 01.08.2025 Vice Chairman & Project Director (JMVP)

(VIR THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD. Py
[t memmmrywew  Regional Office: Il floor, Nehru Place, Tonk Road, X
The New India Assurance Co. Ltd

Jaipur-302015, Tel.: 0141-2745701-2745775

All policyholders/general are informed that our Rajgarh Business Office (330605),
Address: Near Panchayat Samiti, Station Road, Rajgarh, District-Alwar-301408
(Rajasthan) is being merged with Business Office, Alwar (330600) from 01.10.2025.

All esteemed customers of this office may contact our Alwar Business Office (330600):
‘DREAMS Building’, 1st Floor, Opp. Govt. Children Hospital, Nr Old Power House, Alwar-
301001 (Rajasthan), Telephone No. 0144-2330052, 2700771, 2701251 Email:
nia.330600@newindia.co.in for new policies, policies renewal and claims related

rvices.
services Chief Regional Manager

Jaipur Regional office

TIMES APPOINTMENTS

Career Opportunities at

FINPROJECT INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
(A Company of Versalis ENI, Italy)
Finproject India Pvt. Ltd., a leading multinational company in the industrial
manufacturing sectors is seeking young dynamic and talented professionals to join our
team at our Sitapura facility in Jaipur.

( CURRENT OPENINGS: )
————————e Finance & Accounting Department e—m ———
{8 Senior Accountant : Minimum five years experience in SAP
pA Accountant : Warehouse & Raw Material Management : Experience in
inventory, raw material handling, and warehouse operations

¥ Accountant : Online Account Reconciliation : Strong understanding of online
platforms and reconciliation processes (Amazon, Flipkart and Mintra) Experience in
Uniware software Maintenance Department

~——————e Maintenance Department e——m——

[8 Sr. / Jr. Electrician / Engineer : Minimum 5 years of relevant experience
in maintenance Qualifications: ITI or Diploma in Electrical Engineering

Interested candidates may send their updated resume to : Email : hr@finproject.in
Location : SP-1013, Phase-III, RIICO Industrial Area, Sitapura, Jaipur - Rajasthan
(LLERAGLE LD DT DY ETETG L ETEEATTIOETEN Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.




