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B
y age five, most children are only learning 
to tie their shoes. But in north Gujarat, 
they are learning that loose change will 
ensure they are never tight on funds when 
it matters. Over Rs 30 crore have so far 

been deposited in the accounts of  more than 30,000 
children in the region, money they have saved coin 
by coin through a cooperative credit society. 

The initiative was launched 16 years ago with 
a simple question in Idar resident Ashwin Patel’s 
mind: if  farmers’ and women’s self-help groups 
make money through cooperatives, why not kids?

Patel, who had spent years working in Gujarat’s 
cooperative sector, registered 
the Bal Gopal Savings and 
Credit Cooperative Society on 
May 30, 2009, at Jawanpura 
village in Sabarkantha dis-
trict. Designed exclusively for 
those under 18, it began with 
100 children as members. To-
day, children from 335 villages 
have enrolled in what Patel 
claims is the only cooperative 
of  its kind in the country. 

The society has become 
more than a piggy bank. Chil-
dren withdraw funds to buy 
laptops and reference books, 
pay tuition fees, and some 
have even funded their MBBS 
course fees with money they 
accumulated over the years. 
“We started with 100 children 
as members. The numbers 
grew as word spread and more 
families enrolled their chil-
dren at the credit society. Over the past few years, 
we have organised enrolment drives in all the local 
schools,” said 58-year-old Patel.

The system works through a monthly ritual 
that turns household savings into formal banking. 
A child can be enrolled from the day they are born, 
with parents paying Rs 110 to join and receiving 
a piggy bank to take home. Every month, an agent 
from the cooperative visits the house, counts the 
money in the presence of  parents or elders, records 
the amount in a register, and deposits it into the 
child’s account. The money earns 6% annual inter-
est, and children can borrow against their deposits 
when needed. More than 1,000 account holders have 
taken loans from their savings. 

“There are 10 to 12 children who have used the 
funds they accumulated in the credit society to pay 
the first-year fees of  their MBBS course,” said Patel.

Palkhin Rawal, a Class 12 science student, has 
been a member since 2009. She recently bought 
a laptop, paid her Class 10 tuition fees and pur-
chased a bicycle from her savings. Her family 
runs a tea stall in Idar town, and Palkhin’s two 
younger siblings are also cooperative members.

Ketul Patel, now 30, was the first member to enrol 
in 2009 when he was 14. He saved enough through the 

cooperative to fund his engineering studies and still 
maintains deposits with the society. “I have not with-
drawn all my savings. I was the first member of  the 
cooperative. I made a fixed deposit of  the amount, 
and it is still lying with the cooperative,” Patel said.

Parul Panchal said her daughter, Maitri, a mem-
ber, paid her first-year BSc course fees from the mon-
ey she collected through the cooperative. “My daugh-
ter has learnt the importance of  saving money and 
using it for the right purpose,” she said. 

The cooperative has grown largely through word 
of  mouth, earning the nickname, ‘Children’s Bank’. 
According to staff  members, every family that enrols 
one child as a member invariably registers their oth-
er children as well. “Earlier, we used to hold special 
programmes to convince people to get their children 
registered with the cooperative, but these days, peo-
ple bring their children to our office and get them 
enrolled,” said a staffer at the society.
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T
he National Institute of  Ayurveda 
(NIA) in Jaipur has uncovered 400 rare 
manuscripts over four years, salvag-
ing a treasure trove of  ancient ayur-

vedic knowledge. Declared the national nodal 
agency for Manuscriptology by the ministry of  
Ayush in 2020, NIA is trying to preserve, digitise, 
and study the fragile documents, which are a 
window into India’s past and also a guide for 
modern medical research.

Leading the charge is Asit Kumar Panja, 
head of  the department of  ayurveda manu-
scriptology at NIA. In May, his team acquired 
10 rare manuscripts from 
Shri Saraswati Library in 
Sikar’s Fatehpur, Rajasthan. 
Among them are works like 
Bhavaprakash, Rasa Tarangi-
ni and Palakapya Samhita, 
each filled with medical ob-
servations, therapeutic reci-
pes, and diagnostic insights 
meticulously recorded by 
vaidyas of  the time.

The manuscripts reveal 
how vaidyas conducted clinical examina-
tions, like Locanapariksha, which assessed 
nadi (pulse), netra (eyes), jihva (tongue), 
mukha (face), urine, dinachariya (lifestyle), 
and ritucharya (seasonal regimens). These 
methods contrast with modern diagnostics 
that rely heavily on laboratory tests.

A manuscript on the medicinal properties 
of  onions showcases the depth of  Ayurvedic 
pharmacology. Another, attributed to Ravana, 
explains ancient distillation methods for pre-
paring arka (distillate). These findings high-
light how vaidyas documented diseases, treat-
ments, and even local flora, complementing the 
oral traditions of  the gurukul system.

The manuscripts also showcase ayurveda’s 
focus on specialised fields. Balatantra, written 
by Vaidya Kalyana, addresses pediatric dis-
eases, women’s health, men’s health, infertility, 
and pregnancy. Another text, Madanamadana 
Manjari, explores vajikarana (enhancing sexu-
al health and progeny), detailing formulations 
for men’s reproductive wellness.

The Rasapradipa manuscript, authored by 
Prananatha, describes 54 drug preparations 
using purified metals like gold, silver, cop-
per, iron, and gems, alongside substances like 
orpiment, realgar, and zinc. Another manu-
script, Sarirangadi-Namasvarupa-Nirnaya, 
details anatomy, mapping vital points and 
describing body parts.  

NIA’s manuscriptology department pre-
serves and digitises texts, runs transcription 
camps, and even offers India’s only MSc in 
ayurveda manuscriptology. It trains scholars to 
interpret ancient texts. A new museum at NIA 
now displays some of  these manuscripts, while 
its digital platform (www.amrri.in) fosters col-

laborative research. 
Yet, the mission faces 

challenges. “When ap-
proaching individuals and 
families in possession of  
ayurvedic manuscripts, 
only about 50% have shown 
willingness to cooperate, 
while the rest have been 
hesitant or declined to 
share,” says Panja. Some 
see the texts as sacred heir-

looms, wary of  misuse. Others worry about 
losing them altogether. His team counters this 
by building trust, ensuring confidentiality, and 
offering acknowledgments, and if  needed, they 
return the originals after digitisation.

To locate manuscripts, NIA collaborates 
with organisations like the National Commis-
sion for Indian System of  Medicine, which 
maintains vaidya registries. They focus on 
traditional ayurveda hubs like Gujarat, Kera-
la, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and 
West Bengal using regional directories, temple 
records, and community elders. Genealogical 
research and social networks also help trace 
vaidya lineages. Sometimes, on-site documen-
tation camps are set up in villages, so families 
don’t have to part with the manuscripts at all.

These manuscripts are not mere relics — 
they are resources that connect historical and 
contemporary knowledge. “We’re not just safe-
guarding the past, but also scripting a research-
driven and globally-relevant future for ayurve-
da,” NIA vice-chancellor Sharma said. 

With money in this ‘piggy’ bank, 
Guj kids are funding college edu

This NIA is probing 
ancient Indian medicine

A unique savings and cooperative credit society is enabling kids to save small amounts. This 
‘children’s bank’ with nearly 30k members has deposits amounting to more than Rs 30 crore

1Parents pay Rs 110 to the society to enrol the child 
and receive a piggy bank in exchange 

3Every month, an agent from the cooperative visits 
the house to collect the accumulated cash. The 

amount is deposited into the child’s account

Prof Asit Kumar Panja of National Institute of Ayurveda in Jaipur studying rare manuscripts donated by 
a library in Rajasthan’s Sikar. The institute has acquired hundreds of ancient manuscripts on ayurveda   

2Kids are encouraged to regularly put small amounts 
into the piggy bank from pocket money, etc 

4The money earns 6% annual interest. Children have 
used the money collected in their account to pay 

for everything from higher education to laptops

BANKING FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE

Ashwin Patel 
started the 

cooperative in 
2009 with just 
100 members. 
It’s open only 

to those under 
18 years 
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Children at a Gujarat school 
hold up their piggy banks
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New Delhi: In a security
lapse, an Air India Express
passenger who was supposed
to travel from Srinagar to
Bagdogra via Delhi on
Wednesday ended up in Bhu-
baneswar. The reason: This
“young man” somehow re-
mained on board the aircraft
on landing in Delhi, and even
when the plane took off  for
Bhubaneswar, reports Sau-
rabh Sinha.

En route, while chatting
with a co-passenger, he real-

ised he was flying to a wrong
destination and informed the
cabin crew accordingly. He
was flown back to Delhi from
Bhubaneswar, and from there
to Bagdogra on Thursday.

The airline has informed
the Bureau of  Civil Aviation
Security which will probe
this lapse and take suitable
action.

According to sources, the
man boarded an AI Express
Airbus A320 operating from
Srinagar to Delhi, where he

was to take a connecting
flight to Bagdogra. Sources
said repeated announce-
ments are made asking tran-
sit passengers to head to the
transfer desk. The Airbus
plane in question was to oper-
ate to Bhubaneswar from Del-
hi. “For reasons not yet
known — perhaps the young
man had dozed off  — he did
not alight from the aircraft
when it landed in Delhi at 3.05
pm,” said a source.

The plane departed for

Bhubaneswar at 3.55 pm. Be-
fore taking off, airlines do a
headcount on the number of
passengers on board to tally
with their bookings. Howev-
er, in this case that was per-
haps not done.

An Air India Express spo-
kesperson said: “An internal
investigation is being con-
ducted to identify and ad-
dress any lapses, while reiter-
ating SOPs and internal brief-
ings across stations to pre-
vent recurrence.”

Bagdogra-bound flyer from Srinagar lands in Bhubaneswar

New Delhi: The Delhi high
court on Thursday dismis-
sed a plea by the Turkish-
owned company Celebi
Ground Handling India Pvt
Ltd against the govt’s deci-
sion to revoke its security
clearance.Justice Tejas Ka-
ria dismissed the petition. A
copy of  the detailed order is
awaited.Earlier this month,
a different bench of  the HC
had dismissed petitions by

the Turkish firms Celebi Air-
port Services India Pvt Ltd
and Celebi Delhi Cargo Ter-
minal Management India
Pvt Ltd, challenging the rev-
ocation of  their security
clearance by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Safety , saying
there are “compelling na-
tional security considera-
tions” involved.

In May, BCAS revoked se-
curity clearance days after
Turkey backed Pakistan and
condemned India’s strikes

on terror camps in the neigh-
bouring country. The court
on July 7 underlined the ne-
cessity to eliminate the pos-
sibility of  espionage or dual
use of  logistics capabilities,
which would be highly detri-
mental to the security of  the
country, especially in the
event of  an external conflict.

In its detailed ruling on
the earlier petitions, the HC
upheld the govt’s reasoning
and decision. “The state/re-
spondents are indeed justi-

fied in taking prompt and de-
finitive action so as to com-
pletely obviate the possibili-
ty of  the country’s civil
aviation and national securi-
ty being compromised,” the
court observed.

The firm argued that the
sudden move by govt and its
justification for the same
was “vague” and without ba-
sis. It pointed out that the
move would affect thousands
of  Indian employees on their
rolls .

Celebi plea against revocation of security clearance dismissed
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